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Fri Nov. 11, 2011 at 8:00A.M. - 5:00P.M.
at the Maritime Institute of Technology & Graduate Studies / Conference Center  
A Communication Forum attended by the KPA-CPA, the USMMA Alumni Foundation, and all Kings Point Alumni. 
Objective Statement: (To be refined….) 
There are a number of real issues currently presented to the Academy, and to USMMA Superintendent and fellow KP Alumni - RADM Philip H. Greene, JR., USMS (KP '78).  Regrettably, this is not a new phenomenon for Kings Point.  The Academy has encountered issues since the inception of U.S. Merchant Marine Cadet Corps 1938, the Academy - dedicated in 1943, and the permanency “battle” resulting in an Act of Congress in 1956.  Annual appropriation and funding of Kings Point has been a non-stop issue in which our Kings Point Alumni have played an active role, and have historically been most influential.  So too, the Academy Administration has historically encountered governance and operational issues with the U.S. Maritime Commission – until 1950, and the Maritime Administration, thereafter.  

We face a perilous period in Washington, D.C. for many organizations and institutions, including Kings Point.  Consider the current Federal Budget / Debt Crisis, the ongoing Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and now the NATO action in Libya.  The very Federal Department (DOT) that administers Kings Point has major issues.  The FAA is currently shut down without appropriated funding, at a loss of $ 200M per week in air ticket tax revenues, now 4,400 Federal Aviation Administration employees are furloughed due to lack of funding, and 70,000 airport construction project contractors are now out of work.  

A number of interests are competing for Federal funding, and not all legislators in Washington are supportive of Kings Point!
Our fellow KP Alumni have become increasingly aware, and vocal, about a number of issues involved in the governmental administration and funding of the Academy, as have been noted in recent correspondences.  Regrettably, a number of these noted issues and actions taken are within the legal scope of MARAD operations.  There is little question that many actions levied upon Kings Point have been extreme, and many appear to be most arbitrary.  We have also been frustrated with the lack of timely action on a number of issues as well.  

That said – we must also be aware that the biggest issue that we currently face is that of Academy Appropriation for FY2012.  

Our KP Alumni MUST provide a "unified effort ", in all that we do, as we progress in support of Kings Point!  Positive change requires a long-term strategy and commitment.  Our status as graduates of the premier Maritime training institution in the world is a life-long position!  The success of our efforts depends upon our highest level of discretion, professionalism and cooperation.  

KP Alumni at large are eager to act on behalf of our Alma Mater.  The KPA-CPA and the Alumni Foundation are pursuing efforts to improve the opportunities for support, and the methodology by which the Academy is administered.  The USMMA Alumni Foundation, the KPA-CPA, and all KP Alumni, share equally the frustrations and disappointments presented by many issues at hand.  
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A number of initiatives are being diligently pursued by our KP Alumni, orchestrated within a “greater plan”.  We act in support of the profound leadership exhibited by USMMA Superintendent and fellow KP Alumni - RADM Philip H. Greene, JR., USMS (KP '78).  We need a long-term decisive plan of action, in which we can all participate.  This plan requires carefully orchestrated leadership and support, with a focused agenda.  It is certainly timely that we assemble a supportive unified team, and act in the best interests of the Academy.  

A Targeted Approach to addressing legislators is imperative!  Those legislators with the greatest interests and influence in key areas of Maritime Legislation, Transportation, and Funding Appropriations must be contacted.   The KPA-CPA and the USMMA Alumni Foundation are currently scheduling meetings with appropriate legislators, and advocates for Kings Point.  The KPA-CPA does not recommend a “correspondence blast” approach, as some have suggested.  This methodology is often ineffective, and can potentially net negative results.  

Additionally, the USMMA Alumni Foundation and the KPA-CPA are working cooperatively on a Legislative Initiative.  This Initiative will enable our KP Alumni organizations to act on behalf on the Academy, with our communications network, when required.  

Our KP Alumni leadership organizations are pleased to present this Conference Forum.  We will discuss all of the issues relevant to the progress of the Academy, and will formulate a Support Plan of Action - both immediate and long-term.  This face-to-face forum will include all KP Alumni, with an equal voice for all participants, and a focused results-oriented agenda.     

Our Global Leadership Conference will commence with an address by RADM Philip H. Greene, JR., USMS (KP '78).  The leadership of the KPA-CPA and the USMMA Alumni Foundation will provide an overview of the current "issues", and our collective progress to date.  All Conference participants will be provided an equal opportunity for input and presentations.
Fraternally,

Gary

Gary G. Hicks ‘76

Chairman
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