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U.S.-FLAG MERCHANT MARINE
Our U.S.-Flag commercial fleet is facing significant challenges.  The ability to access this maritime capability of ships and seafarers is essential to our national and economic security.  Ninety-five percent of the equipment and supplies required to deploy the U.S. Armed Forces is delivered by ship. U.S. commercial and government-owned vessels, manned by 5,000 U.S. mariners played a significant and indispensable role in strategic sealift support for Iraq operations and continue to supply operations in Afghanistan.  In today’s Irregular Warfare environment, with increased requirements to support and sustain special operations forces, maritime coalition forces, Expeditionary Strike Groups (ESGS) and humanitarian assistance/disaster relief operations a substantial logistics force and commercial sealift capability will be needed.

The U.S. commercial fleet includes the 60 ships in the Maritime Security Program (MSP).  This fleet has continued to grow in capabilities through modernization replacing 28 old ships with new, more productive ships. The MSP fleet continues to show its value as the most cost effective source of sealift for the U.S. Government and has “answered the call” in all emergencies and contingencies.  Also, the Voluntary Intermodal Agreement (VISA) provides 135 ships, 213 barges and tugs, plus, world-wide intermodal capability. 

The Maritime Administration’s (MARAD’s) Ready Reserve Force (RRF) and the Military Sealift Command fleet, sized to support DOD special mission requirements include heavy lift, offshore petroleum discharge, auxiliary crane, aviation logistics support vessels and hospital ships.

The  USMMA  Alumni supports:

Full compliance with the U.S. Cargo Preference Laws by government agencies and shippers, as a necessary and critical component to the long term sustainability of the U.S.-flag fleet.  Without this commercial capability the U.S. Government will be required to provide significantly more funds to build a replacement fleet and infrastructure while losing the pool of highly qualified mariners needed to sail these vessels. (These laws include the Jones Act, Passenger Vessel Act, DOD and  Foreign Aid cargoes)

Budgetary and legislative measures --- including capital and operations-related changes in U.S. tax laws --- Mariner income tax exclusion and the harmonization of domestic and international regulations to improve the competitive position of the U.S.-flag fleet in the world marketplace.

Grow the MSP fleet, as requirements warrant, for both surge and sustainment operations. Also, full, long- term, funding for the program. Replacing the lift capability of this fleet would cost DOD $9 billion.

Full funding, at authorized levels, for meeting the operational and maintenance requirements and capital improvements at the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy and federal assistance at the six State Maritime Academies for the Student Incentive Program and Training Ships.   This will ensure the long term availability of licensed mariners to serve the nation’s needs.

Efforts by the U.S. Coast Guard to expedite the licensing and documentation of Merchant Mariner while striking a balance between security and maritime commercial interests.

A strong strategic sealift merchant reserve component in the U.S. Navy to ensure that critical mariner skills and experience are retained to support Navy and strategic sealift transportation.

The combined government and industry efforts to counter piracy by placing armed guards aboard ships and introducing new technologies to prevent  boardings.

Federal and industry collaborative efforts that will increase availability and training levels of officers, particularly Chief Mates and Masters, as well, as senior unlicensed electricians, reefer engineers and tanker men, whose numbers have decreased with the size of the commercial fleet.

Efforts to change the Officer Matrix manning requirements by large oil companies when chartering vessels which force requirements well beyond flag state examiners.  This, sometimes, requires carrying additional officers aboard to gain compliance.  It complicates placement of newly licensed junior officers by imposing time-in-rank requirements.

Legislation for the Department of Veterans Affairs to treat Merchant Marine veterans of WW II as they do all other veterans.

 MARINE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

  Maritime transportation contributes more than $10 billion per year to the U.S. economy.  The U.S. Marine Transportation System (MTS) consists of waterways, ports and their intermodal connections, vessels and vehicles.  As the one of the world’s leading trade leaders, the United States requires a technologically advanced, secure, efficient and environmentally sound MTS.

Roughly, one quarter of the world’s trade flows through U.S. ports. Our economic prosperity is dependent on international trade, of which, 95 percent, by volume, moves by water.  Any disruption in this global supply chain would have a serious negative impact on the U.S. economy and consequently, our national security.  Trade flowing through the nation’s ports and waterways will increase, substantially, by 2020 creating greater congestion on overburdened land, port, water, passenger and freight delivery systems.  Only a truly seamless, integrated, multimodal transportation system with an expanded America’s Marine Highway System and a dynamic National Freight Policy will meet the nation’s growing needs.

The USMMA Alumni:

The Department of Transportation’s “America’s Marine Highway” initiative that includes a national freight policy that shifts more  freight cargo to the nation’s waterways to improve economic competitiveness, reduces congestion, carbon consumption and transportation costs, while increasing U.S.-flag vessels and mariners in the domestic waterways.

MARAD’s comprehensive “green” program with the necessary resources to promote sustainability (use resources to preserve resources we’ll need tomorrow) throughout the MTS, including research and technology in areas of emerging environmental concerns such as ballast water, port and vessel emissions, alternate fuels usage and energy management.

Making MTS infrastructure projects permanently eligible for funding under Title 23 of the next surface transportation reauthorization legislation to ensure that marine transportation is fully integrated into the surface transportation system.

Under the America’s Marine Highway initiatives an exemption of waterborne cargo trans-shipped between U.S. ports from the Harbor Maintenance Tax. This is a double tax because it is paid when imports first land in the U.S. and is a major disincentive for increased waterborne transport.

Additional resources for the Army Corps of Engineers’ dredging projects and Coast Guard for upgraded navigational aids in river and harbor channels that connect U.S. ports to the world.

Use the Inland Waterway Trust Fund to repair/replace aging infrastructure on the inland waterway system. The inland waterway system is capable of carrying huge additional amounts of freight and petroleum products at a fraction of the cost of other modes of transport.

Increased investment in overall maritime research and development on a par with other modes of transportation.

Funding for the Title XI Ship Construction Loan Guarantee Program to support replacement of existing Jones Act tonnage; Marine Highway shipping needs including vessels and infrastructure in ports and shipyards.

Efforts by the Coast Guard, Navy and MARAD for Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) improvements such as the MarView Internet – based portal which provides essential maritime transportation system information for decision makers.

The 17 commercial strategic ports that support the short notice military surge deployments with priority access to terminals, vessel berths and staging areas under the National Port Readiness Network.  16 of the 17 strategic ports have been used for OEF/OIF deployment and redeployment operations of DOD.

Efforts to develop a national capacity for the MTS to recover from major disruptions to ensure the continuity of critical maritime activities. This should include the maintenance of a robust U.S. salvage vessel and oils spill recovery capability to ensure expeditious clearing of vital channels and harbors.
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